	
	CITY COUNCIL

	
	Regular Meeting

	
	

	
	December 21, 2015

	
	7:30 P.M.

	
	

	CALL TO ORDER:
	Mayor Gottman called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Vandalia City Council to order at 7:30 P.M.

	
	

	ROLL CALL:
	Aldermen present were: Hubler,  Hobler, B. John Clark, Swarm, Rebbe, Crawford and Stunkel. Lester was absent.
     

	
	

	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

	The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was given by all present.


	MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR LORRAINE ALLEN:

	A moment of silence was observed for Lorraine Allen. Lorraine was part owner of Allen Furniture in Vandalia.
 

	MINUTES:
	A motion was made by Swarm and seconded by Stunkel approving the minutes from the December 7, 2015 meeting as presented.  Motion carried.


	REGULAR BILLS
SPECIAL BILLS:
TREASURER’S REPORT:
ORDINANCE 2015-12-21-A:
MAKING THE ANNUAL TAX LEVY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING ON THE FIRST DAY OF MAY 2015, AND ENDING ON THE THIRTIETH DAY OF APRIL 2016

ORDINANCE #2015-12-21-B:
ABATING THE TAX LEVY REQUIREMENTS OF ORDINANCE NO. 2007-4-16-A

AUTHORIZATION TO BEGIN REDISTRICTING PROCESS FOR CITY:

RESOLUTION #2015-12-21-C:
IMPROVEMENT BY MUNICIPALITY UNDER THE ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE

RESOLUTION #2051-12-21-D:
APPROVING AN IDOT LOCAL AGENCY AGREEMENT FOR FEDERAL PARTICIPATION

CLEANINNG AT CITY HALL & PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING:
RESOLUTION #2015-12-21-E:
IMPROVEMENT BY MUNICIPALITY UNDER THE ILLINOIS HIGHWAY CODE
RESOLUTION #2015-12-21-F:
APPROVING AN AGREEMENTT FOR CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING SERVICES BETWEEN THE CITY & HURST-ROSCHE ENGINEERS

STANDING COMMITTEES:
CONCERNS FROM ALDERMEN:
ADJOURNMENT:
	A motion was made by B. John Clark and seconded by Hubler approving all regular bills as presented. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Stunkel and seconded by Hobler approving all  Special Bills include: Burnside, Johnston, Connor in the amount of $1,650.00 for small claim cases; McCarty’s Auto Body in the amount of $2,078.34 for repairs to fire truck; Sloan Implement Co. in the amount of $2,700.00 for rental on tractors for the lake; South Central FS, Inc. in the amount of $3,545.49 for fuel charges; Brenntag Mid South, Inc. in the amount of $5,500.68 for chemicals; Hawkins, Inc. in the amount of $2,072.05 for chemicals; Direct Energy Business in the amount of $12,556.04 for electric;  Kaskaskia Springs Water Co. in the amount of $3,048.87 for 6.228   million gals delivered; Vandevanter Engineer Inc. in the amount of $14,105.81 to rebuild terminal pump. Motion carried.
A motion was made by B. John Clark and seconded by Hobler approving the Treasurer’s Report to be filed for audit. Motion carried.

Mayor Gottman had the City’s Auditor Dale Timmermann of Timmermann and Co. present the tax levy to the council.
Timmermann explained to the council the levy that is in front of you is an increase of 19.44% over all. All of that increase is attributable to a change in the amount of the levy for the Police Pension Fund.  All other levies are the same as they were last year.

Police Pension Fund is going from $138,050 in 2014 to $258,605 for 2015 basically because of a change in the interest rate assumptions that the actuary used.  Interest rates have been low for a long period of time and they have been slow in adjusting those rates and this year they did.
The levy you have in front of you is based upon the levy requirements that was calculated by the Department of Insurance. You have an option to either use the levy from the city’s actuary or use the levy suggested by the Department of Insurance.

Timmermann explained that it is estimated to raise the overall tax bill of city residents by about 2.35 percent.   
A motion was made by Hobler and seconded by Hubler to approve the annual tax levy.
Roll call vote: Swarm, yea; Rebbe, nay; Hubler, yea; Crawford, nay; Stunkel, nay; Hobler, yea; B. John Clark, nay; Lester, absent. 3 yea and 4 nay. 
Mayor Gottman had Timmermann explain to the council the ramifications of not approving the levy.

Timmermann told the council if you don’t pass a tax levy, you don’t get any property taxes next year.

Timmermann told the council, you better adopt some kind of levy.

Stunkel asked Timmermann, “what would happen if the council approved a levy that was identical to last years.”
Timmermann said, “that you would be setting yourself up for trouble with the state by not providing the amounts you are supposed to statutorily provide for the police pension”.

Crawford and B. John Clark did not want to raise taxes on property owners.

Crawford said, “We can’t keep raising taxes on people that can’t afford the ones they’ve already got.”

B. John Clark brought up the idea of implementing a utility tax or a sales tax increase, rather than property tax hikes.

He said that he was “sick of paying more real estate taxes.”

Hubler suggested that the city should consider becoming a home rule community.  He said, “that it gives you more options.” 

Mayor Gottman said to raise other taxes, the city would have to go before the voters and it would not fix the immediate issue addressed by this levy.
Hobler said, “that it was too late to fix this problem now and also pointed out the city has not raised their tax levy in five years.”
City Attorney Ryan Connor said you’re going to start incurring legal bills tomorrow.
Other questions came up about how to make payroll and pay vendors without property taxes.

Stunkel made a motion to reconsider the vote on the tax levy and Hubler seconded that motion.
Roll call vote: Swarm, yea; Hubler, yea; Crawford, nay; Stunkel, yea; Hobler, yea; Rebbe, nay; B. John Clark, yea.  Motion carried. 5 yea and 2 nay.

A motion was made by Swarm and seconded by Hubler approving Ordinance #2015-12-21-B, Abating The Tax Levy Requirements of Ordinance No. 2007-4-16-A.

Roll call vote: Hobler, yea; Swarm, yea; Lester, absent; Rebbe, yea; B. John Clark, yea; Stunkel, yea; Crawford, yea; Hubler, yea, Motion carried.

Mayor Gottman told the council that the city needs to create new boundaries for its four aldermanic wards.

Mayor Gottman said that some of the wards have grown and some have gotten much smaller.

Mayor Gottman would like to have the redistricting done before the next municipal election.

A motion was made by Hobler and seconded by Crawford giving the mayor Authorization to Begin Redistricting Process In City. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Stunkel and seconded by B. John Clark approving Resolution #2015-12-21-C, A Resolution for Improvement by Municipality Under the Illinois Highway Code.  Motion carried.
This resolution is a follow up to the preliminary engineering agreement for designing of the Thrill Hill Bridge.

The City is allocating MFT funds to pay for the 20% of the city’s portion of that design.
A motion was made by Stunkel and seconded by Hobler adopting Resolution #2015-12-21-D, Approving An Illinois Department Of Transportation Local Agency Agreement For Federal Participation.

The City of Vandalia plans to remove the existing bridge structure and replace with a single span PPC Deck Beam Bridge on Pile Bent Abutments on Thrill Hill Road.

The City will be using 80% STU funds which are available with the remaining 20% the City will match.

Roll call: Hubler, yea; Swarm, yea; Stunkel, yea; Crawford, yea; Hobler, yea; Rebbe, Yea; B. John Clark, yea; Lester, absent.  Motion carried.

Mayor Gottman was asked by two of the aldermen to bring before the council the cleaning of City Hall & the Public Safety Building the financials of it.

Mayor Gottman asked the council members if they wanted to continue with the service, negotiate or what you wanted to do when we are looking at ways to reduce costs.
A motion was Crawford and seconded by Rebbe to terminate the service with the current cleaning service effective January 14, 2016 due to reducing overall costs within the city.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Swarm and seconded by B. John Clark approving Resolution #2015-12-21-E, Improvement By Municipality Under The Illinois Highway Code–Fifth & Randolph Street.

This resolution is a follow up for the removal of two existing bridges and construction of Randolph St. & 5th Street.  Motion carried.

A motion was made by Stunkel and seconded by Hobler adopting Resolution #2015-12-21-F, Approving An Agreement For Construction Engineering Services Between the City of Vandalia And Hurst-Rosche Engineers, Inc. for the Fifth & Randolph Street.

Roll Call: Swarm, yea; Hubler, yea; Crawford, yea; Stunkel, yea; Hobler, yea; Rebbe, yea; Clark, yea; Lester, absent.  Motion carried.

Mayor Gottman reported that the new squad car is in and the radio equipment has been installed.

Mayor Gottman asked Chief Ray for the serial numbers of the cars to be bid out so we can get them off the city property.

Hubler reported that he will begin negotiating on the garbage collection contract next month.
A meeting was set for Monday, January 4, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. with the Cemetery & Landfill Committee at City Hall to discuss the garbage contract.

Swarm suggested that we bid out the disposal at the Vandalia Lake separate.  Hubler said that he would into that.

Stunkel reported after the first of the year the city will be looking at a part-time janitorial service for City Hall and the Public Safety Building.
Crawford asked what happened to the street light that was to be placed at the intersection of Rock Island & Veterans.

Mayor Gottman asked Public Works Director Marlin Filer to follow up on that matter.

There being nothing further to bring before the council, a motion was made by B. John Clark and seconded by Crawford to adjourn.  Motion carried.
                   _________________

                      CITY CLERK
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